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PARIS FOR USOEDC 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EIND, OECD, NO 

SUB J : INDUSTRY COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP 

REF: STATE 057246 

COMMERCE FOR DAVID PETERSON 

ODD CHRISTIAN GOETHE, BORN IN 1919 IN OSLO, NORWAY, MARRIED, 
DOCTORATE IN ECONOMICS, BEGAN HIS CAREER WITH THE CENTRAL TRADE 
UNION ORGANIZATION IN 1946 AND TRANSFERRED TO THE CIVIL SERVICE 
IN 1952. AT THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND THEN THE MINISTRY OF 
INDUSTRY (WHERE HE HAS BEEN SINCE 1958), GOETHE HAS ESTABLISHED 
REPUTATION AS AN EXTREMELY ABLE TECHNOCRAT. ALTHOUGH, HIGHLY 
EXPERIENCED AND ARTICULATE AND PERSUASIVE AS A SPEAKER, WE 
NEVERTHELESS KNOW GOETHE TO BE 

SOMEWHAT STIFF AND HE IS REPORTEDLY BECOMING MORE RESERVED AS 
HE GETS CLOSER TO RETIREMENT. 
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